The Final Peace Efforts
Failure of the Proposal to Hold Belgrade as a Pledge
The intentions of the Central Empires were also put to
the test by another proposal, which is known to historians
under the name of "Halt in Belgrad" (standstill at
Belgrade). The idea underlying it was distinct from that
of respect for sovereignty; but in the course of the
negotiations one idea was often explicitly or implicitly
associated with the other. We shall see that this proposal
also resulted in total failure, and that the Ballplatz kept
the Wilhelmstrasse itself in ignorance up to the very last
moment of the policy which it intended to pursue in this
connection.
The idea was first suggested by William II. Immediately
after having taken so favourable a view of the Serbian reply
to Austria as even to declare that it eliminated any ground
for war, he modified this eulogy by a suggestion.(2o)
The Serbian reply, he decided after all, was only "a
scrap of paper." It contained nothing but "fine promises"
whose execution was by no means assured, for "the
Serbs are Orientals, and therefore liars, deceivers, and
past-masters in the art of delay." They would never keep
their word unless "une douce violence" were applied.
The "gentle violence" which suggested itself to the
Kaiser was the occupation of Belgrade by the Austro-
Hungarian army as a pledge, until the time when Vienna's
demands should be effectively fulfilled. In contemplating
this violent method of persuasion the Kaiser wanted to
give "a visible satisfaction of honour" to the Austro-
Hungarian army, which had twice already been fruitlessly
mobilized against Serbia. He felt that the troops could not
again be disbanded without experiencing "the sensation
141